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House the Homeless wishes to respond to the health needs expressed by people experiencing homelessness in the 2010 Health Survey to sit down when necessary.
Presently, the No Sitting/No Lying Down Ordinance forbids sitting in the downtown area with the only health exceptions being for people relegated to wheel-chairs.  However, there are other people with significant health issues who should also be exempted from the ordinance.

Whereas 501 people experiencing homelessness were surveyed exposing the fact that 241 of them have dire health conditions severe enough to keep them from working ranging from degenerative nerve disease to bone cancer to debilitating, chronic back pain, and

Whereas, 145 of them expressed severe shortness of breath, and 

Whereas, 472 of the 501 surveyed stated when they needed to sit down, they were unable to locate a bench. 

Should Therefore be permitted to sit down without fear of reprisal or of being ticketed when presenting any of the following documents or evidence-

-A Mobility Impaired Bus Pass 

-Documentation of Hospital Care within the previous two weeks

-Documentation of Food Stamp Work exemption

-An Award letter from the Social Security Administration for Disability

-Documentation of Recuperative-Care within the previous two weeks

-A doctor's note of disability

-A Letter of disability from DARS

-A letter of participation at the David Powell Clinic

-A letter of participation f/t Community Court for Court Ordered Substance Abuse Treatment 

-A letter of participation with the Austin Recovery Center

-Evidence of participation in a Physical or Occupational Therapy Program

-Any person in line to get health services      

-Any person using a cane, crutches, or walker
-All pregnant women
-All persons exempted any day the heat Index reaches 100 Degrees F
-All obese persons

-Adults with children

All Senior citizens (age 50) and above). This population has age acceleration issues.
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